
JOURNAL, Milwaukee, WI - March 14, 1985 CR: R. Heiden 

- US Bureeu of R«::lmmltton ,._ 
Geologists examined the chunk of earth that came from the hole In the foreground 

Who did it? 
No one can explain odd hole, 

companion divot found out west 
National Geoaraphlc New• Servlca 

Amona aficionados of oddball natural occur· 
rences, it's called the "cookie-cutter" puzzle. 

ne term refers to a mysterious hole In the 
around that was discovered lut October In 
aorthw�em Washlnaton state, on the Col· 
vllle Ilidlaa Reservation, not far from the 
Grud Coulee Dam. 

A chunk of earth 10 feet Iona, 7 feet wide, 
and IS Inches to 2 feet deep, wel8hJna at least 
a couple of tons, wu uprooted from a depres­
sion In a wheat field. It apparently arced 
tbrou&b the air, rotatina sUahtly en route, Uld 
lallcled virtually Intact 73 feet away. 

Since tbell, winter storms have blanketed 
11le bole with IDOW. Cows crazina In the field 
have trampled down the edJes. 

Nobucly bu flaured out how or why the cUrt 
took Dlebt. Several ldentlats have eumiaed 
dae divot and come away ICI'atcblq tiWIIr 
MM�. lnveatlptors of unldelltifled-flylq-ob­
ject (UFO) phenomena have expressed Interest. 

Okanopn County farmen Rick and Pete 
nmm. who found the displaced dirt, notified 
Doa AubertJnLdlrector of mlnina on the IDdlan 
ft8ervatlon. He suspected a meteorite frq· 
ment. A aeololfst hlncl by the ft8ervatioD 
took a look Uld iaid no. 

"There wu no lip of lmpect,'' Auber11D 
told a neW�paper reporter ID November, wbell 
tbe story came to pubUc attention. 1be bole 
WM not a crater. It bad vertical walla ad a 
fairly Qat bottom. It wu abaa.t u thouab it 
lalld beell cut out with a &Jut cootJe cutter." 

'J'beorlel abowld. 0Dce 11 that ID .nbqaUe 
aU8Id tbe tr.ldlb upbeanl. A quake wltb a 
3.0 ratiq oa the Rlc:later JCale, Its eplcea• 
.,... 20 miles from tbe hole, bad rattled tM 
ana lllne days before the Tlmm brotllen' ea. · 

COYeO'· 
Stepheo D. Malone, a University of Wub· 

inatoa earthquake expert, diiCOUDted that poe­
slbiUty u "beyond the Incredible." He laid a 
quake that small would lack the power to 
boost a heavy patch of turf out of the pound. 

"A hoax, I think, 11 a poalblUty," Malolle 
said. So do some other scientists who have DOt 
Inspected the lite. 

Others say they don't see how a bou could 
have been perpetrated In the field, lltuateclln a 
remote area sprinkled with ID&IIlve boulderl 
that local residents call ••haystack rocU." 

For one thlna. no 11101 of human IDtnllloD 
- no wheel tracks, footprints or evldellee of 
macblnery - were found. 

Robert L. Sc:lauster, a aeololflt with tbe US 
Geolollcal Survey In Golden, Colo., exaadDid 
the puzzllna hole. He leau toward the tbeory 

that an uoderaround metlwle pa aplollol 
may have popped the eart1a out. 

'Tm not rullna out the eartlaquab, .,_.,,. 
said Grea Behrens, a aeololllt with the federal 
Bureau of Reclamation at GriDd Coulee Dam. 

Behrens, who probably hu spent more time 
studylna the riddle than IDyone elle, thlnb 
the methane theory Is Improbable. 

Nevertbelea, In November be •nt 1011 lUll­
pies to the bureau's relfoaal office In Boi.R, 
lclabo, for anal}'lls. No lab tests bad been coa­
ducted by February; low priority IDd a lbort­
qe of staff were atven u reason. The aovem· 
ment plans no further lnvettlptlooa. 

The quake could have lntrated CODeeDtrlc 
IUrface lefsmlc wave�, Behreu laid. '"Trouble 
Is," be wrote John P. 11mmerman, cbalrmaa 
IDd treuurer of the Center for UFO StuMea, ID 
December, ''that IDytbiDI thla larp bu HI· 
tber been witneaecl nor monltond dartq a 
seismic event." 

In hll letter to nmmennan, Beh· 
rens dted other potential natural 
causes of the so-far Inexplicable 
upllftina: a freak tornado or a com· 
plex freezlna actloa combined with 
strona winds. But, he wanly noted, 
the weather WM warm when the In· 
cident Is suppoeed to have occurred. 

Behrens went on to mention sever· 
al conceivable man-made causes, 
amona them ID excavation by an 
enormous crane or an airborne pick· 
up of the earth by a heUcopter. 

"Mao has done more spectac:ular 
thlnp," Behrens said. "But the COlt 
would be hl&h IDd the profit nil." 

Th e c o o k i e-c u t t e r  myatery 
"doesn't hold up a very stroDI cue 
for our field or study," said Tlmmer· 
man, a liavina•and·loen executive In 
Lima, Oblo. But, be ..Wed, "It's a Ht· 
tie hafd to •alk away from some­
thing Uke W.. becauae it's so taota· 
llzina. It's very suuesttve." 

One scientist who Is particularly 
tantalized is Bru� N. KaHaer, haz· 
ardl aeoloalst for the Utah Geololf· 
cal and Mineral Survey. 

In 1978, on ID Inspection trip after 
a 3.5 earthquake In northern Utah, he 
came up a crou-lbaped deprealon 
14 feet in diameter. ne only poalble 
explanation for it, Kalller concluded, 
wu an object dropped from ID air· 
craft, possibly alarae chunk of 1�. 

Holes In our plaDet a1moet aewr 
ao unexplained. Most common are 
slokholes, the kind that occuloDally 
make headllnea with cave-loa that 
swallow buJkllnas. can 1Dd some­
times people. Such sua.deoce, u lt 11 
called, usually occurs In the 15" of 
the UDlted States that overUes solu· 
ble limestone that erodes under· 
around, from caUieS both naturaiiDCl 
man-made. 

Nobody can say with �rtaloty 
whether ID answer to the eniima 
will ever be found. "It's the DIGit 
bizarre thina I ever saw," said Doa 
Aubertln. 


